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Annex I

Regulation for the

Prevention of Pollution by Oil

September 2003

Covers oil pollution from 
operations and accidents.1992 
amendments mandated double 
hulls for new oil tankers and a 
phased retrofit for existing ones. 

October 1983

Issues detailed standards on 
packing, marking, labeling, 
documentation, stowage, quantity 
limitations, exceptions, and 
notifications.

July 1992

Annex II

Regulations for the Control 

of Pollution by Noxious 

Liquid Substances in Bulk

Discharge criteria and measures 
for control of noxious liquid 
substances carried in bulk.

Annex III

Prevention of Pollution by 

Harmful Substances Carried 

by Sea in Packaged Form

Annex IV

Prevention of Pollution by 

Sewage from Ships 

Sets requirements to control sea 
pollution by sewage, allowing 
discharge only if treated by 
approved systems or at specified 
distances from land.

Annex V 

Prevention of Pollution by 

Garbage from Ships 

Sets requirements for how and 
where garbage can be disposed of. 
All plastic disposal banned.

December 1988 May 2005

Annex VI

Prevention of Air

Pollution from Ships

Limits sulfur and nitrogen oxide 
onboard emissions, bans ozone-
depleting substances. Energy 
efficiency measures adopted 2011. 
IMO NZF adoption expected 2025.

Fig 1Overview of MARPOL Annexes



Two-thirds majority 
approved IMO Net Zero 
Framework. 

1 January 2028

GHG Fuel Intensity (GFI) 

reporting period begins

14 – 17 October 2025

Adoption at MEPC ES.2 Entry into force

1 March 2027

Adoption if two-thirds 
vote in favor – must be 
party to MARPOL 
Annex VI, abstentions 
don’t count in tally

* Tacit acceptance period to be confirmed at 
  MEPC ES.2, with a minimum of 10 months.

Approval at MEPC 83

11 April 2025 August 2026 *

Acceptance

Fig 2IMO NZF timeline: from approval to first reporting

Accepted unless one-
third parties to Annex 
VI or 50% global 
tonnage objects



GHG Fuel Intensity (GFI) and GFI 
compliance approaches

Category Expected AdoptionGuideline(s)

• Calculation of the attained annual GFI
• Annual GFI compliance approaches
• Reporting and verification of the annual GFI
• (Submission of data for GFI of ships from a state not party to 

MARPOL Annex VI  -- guidance rather than guideline))

• Evaluation, approval, and monitoring of ZNZ uptake 
• Definition of ZNZ rewards and methodology for rewards

• Development, management, and operation of IMO GFI Registry
• Determination of the annual IMO GFI Registration administration fee
• Functioning and access to the IMO GFI Registry 

• Requirements and procedures for recognition of certification schemes and 
reporting of certification activities of the Organization 

• Testbed and onboard measurements of methane (CH4) and/or nitrous oxide 
(N2O) emissions from marine diesel engines 

• Certification and circulation of information in the fuel life cycle label.
• Amendments to the LCA Guidelines 

MEPC 85 

• 2024 Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP) Guidelines
• Guidelines for the verification and company audits by Administration of Part III 

of the SEEMP 
• Harmonized System of Survey and Certification (HSSC) 

• Testing, survey, and certification of OCCS 

• MEPC 85
• MEPC 86 (Q2 2027)
• MEPC 85 

MEPC 85 (November 2026)

• MEPC 84 (May 2026)

• MEPC 84

• MEPC 85 
• MEPC 86 

MEPC 85

MEPC 85

“Zero- or near-zero GHG emission 
technologies, fuels and/or energy sources” 
(ZNZs)

GFI Registry

Further development of the GHG Lifecycle 
Analysis (LCA) Framework and emissions 
measurement

Amendments to existing guidelines and 
procedures 

Onboard Carbon Capture and Storage 
(OCCS)

Summary and scheduled adoption of IMO NZF guidelines Table 1



Overview of the key IMO NZF workstreams

Development of proposals

Review and recommendation by GESAMP-LCA Working Group

Considerations for Port State Control and IMO Member State Audit Scheme 

Drafting governing provisions and Fund setup

Development 
of draft guidelines

1 March
Entry into force

2028202720262025

IMO Net-Zero Fund

Adopt 
revised 

Annex VI

MEPC 
ES.2 

/ISWG-
GHG 20

MEPC 84
(May)

MEPC 85
(November)

MEPC 86
(Q2)

MEPC 87
(Q2)

MEPC 88
(Q4)

Adoption of 
guidelines

Adopt provisions 
and appoint board

Completion by 1 Jan 2028

1st GFI reporting period

RU price mechanism

Default GHG 
emissions factors

III Sub-committee

Guidelines
(GFI, certification,
ZNZs, compliance etc.)

Amendments
MARPOL Annex VI 

Workstream

Fig 3



Disclaimer: The information provided in this newsletter by Fonden Mærsk Mc-Kinney Møller Center for Zero Carbon Shipping is based 

on selected public sources believed to be reliable but without a guarantee of accuracy, completeness or fitness for a particular 

purpose, and is subject to change without notice. This should not be construed as investment, legal, tax, or accounting advice. 

Readers are encouraged to make their own judgments and seek professional advice when needed. This information is provided 

without warranty or representation of any kind, express or implied. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 

content, Fonden Mærsk Mc-Kinney Møller Center for Zero Carbon Shipping shall not be held liable for any errors or omissions in the 

content, nor for any loss or damage arising from the use of it.

Subscribe to our Countdown newsletter on climate policy and the maritime sector 
published in a limited series format, focused on a specific policy. 

The current series, Countdown to IMO NZF, is looks at the historic regulations 
coming out of the IMO. Find more on the IMO NZF and read previous editions on the
Net-Zero Framework homepage.

https://mailchi.mp/zerocarbonshipping/countdown
https://www.zerocarbonshipping.com/imo-net-zero-framework
https://www.zerocarbonshipping.com/imo-net-zero-framework
https://www.zerocarbonshipping.com/imo-net-zero-framework
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